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It gives me great pleasure to
welcome all paper presenters,
participants as well as representatives
from institutions of higher education,
both local and foreign, to “The ELTC
ETeMS Conference 2003: Managing
Curricular Change”.

Malavsia's decision to switch the medium of
instruction for the teaching of science. math:
ematica and other technical subjects at all
levels from Bahasa Melayvu to English is
indeed a eurricular change of groat signifi-
eanee, The implementation of this policy,
which began in January 2003, has, gquite
dezervedly, attracted the attention of various
interested groups both in Malaysia and
ahroad. This is not surprising as the innova-
tion has touched the lives of thousands of
cducators and an even greater number of
students in schools as well as in institutions of
higher education.

Aa the innavation moves into its second
vear of implementation even higher standards
of gquality ag well as sccountability will justifi.
ahly be demanded both from within the educa-
tional fraternity as well as the general public,
Therefore, the initiative undertaken by ELTC
and the Teacher Education Division to organ-
ize this confercnce is to be applauded. It is
incumbent upon educators, sdministrators,
policy planners as well as programme evalua-
tors to enter into dialogue and deliberate on
the impact this curricular change has had,
thus far, on elassroom practice in the wwaching
and learning of science and mathematics, Thas
professional exchange of 1deas must lead to
greater excellence in managing the innovation.

It 1z my wish that this conference, the
sevond international event organized by ELTC
this vear. will be a rewarding experience for
presenters and participants alike. The fruits of
your deliberations will, undoubtedly, provide
valuable input to teachers and other profes-
sionals within the education service as they
copsolidate the experiences garnered in the
firat vear of the innavation, and plan for the
vears aheacd,
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